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NEWS STORIES

During the global Sanitation and Water for
All (SWA) webinar dialogue on eliminating
inequalities in Water and Sanitation Hy-
giene (WASH) response to COVID-19; Di-
rector for Water Supply and Sanitation
Service from the Ministry of Irrigation and
Water Development-Malawi, madam
Emma Mbalame who was among the
panelist, outlined the various strategies,
protocols and institutions that are in place
to ensure that no one is left behind in ac-
cessing WASH services and facilities in
the country.

Citing an example during the COVID-19
pandemic, Madam Mbalame said that
through WESNetwork, Campaign for Edu-
cation, Sanitation and Hygiene (CA-
HESH), Malawi is translating COVID-19
messages and distributing braille books
for visual impairments.

According to CAHESH’S Executive Direc-
tor, Mc Donald Kaluwa said the initiative
has 600 beneficiaries so far but intends to
scale up. Being a small and self funded
institution, Kaluwa has so far called upon
other players to partner with CAHESH in
the scale up.

It was with great pride to note that among
the panelists, Malawi was the only coun-
try that has considered the visually im-
paired in responding to the pandemic.
According to Catarina De Albuquerque
who is SWA’s CEO, the pandemic is not a
“one size fits all” meaning to say; what is
working in another country, may not work
in Malawi and therefore Malawi need to
put measures that will suit its environ-
ment. “For example, do not impose stay
home policies on homeless people with-

out protecting them. What we do today

lays a foundation for the future” commented Catalina.
This has come when Malawi was declared a State of
Emergency by the President, Peter Munthalika and
later announced a 21 day lock-down.

The English dialogue was attended by over 200 from
across the globe.

As one way of ensuring efficient and effective knowl-
edge exchange, WASH practitioners came together to
learn from one another and share the various activities
the Water and Sanitation Hygiene (WASH) sector is
implementing across the country. The breakfast meet-
ing had a Donor, Government, parastatal, NGO and
Media representation from across Malawi and was
specifically designed for the media under the WASH
Media platform.

Speaking during the function, WESNetwork’s National
Coordinator Mr. Willies Chanozga Mwandira said that
the media specifically the WASH Media forum is an
essential tool if the WASH sector is to be compre-
hended and voiced. According to Willies, WASH play-
ers like WSSCC, Welt Hulger Hilfe, United Purpose,
WaterAid, Water for People and Mzuzu University
among others who are also WESNetwork members,
are doing a great job in the sector yet most of the work
is being kept in the files.

It is for this reason that the WASH Media forum was
established; to ensure efficient knowledge sharing. Mr
Mwandira therefore called on all WASH players to en-
gage with the platform in most of the sector’s under-
taking.

“It is also important to use reporters that are conver-
sant with the sector as they will be able to follow and
report factual and comprehensible based stories,” he
finished.



UPDATES

gh the online meetings and a press s
; WESNetwork has recommended the of
oratorium on household water disconnections b
ater Boards and reconnection & lowering user
2es on communal water schemes through Water
ards and Water Users Associations as the
ights against COVID-19.

WESNETWORK secretariat went to
Kenya on a learning exchange visit.
Among others, the secretariat learnt that
through the Kenyan Water Act, Kenya es-
tablished the Water Sector Fund which is
a statutory corporation and financess
WASH projects in the country.
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Through the Systems Stregnthening Project, the secretariat has established four WESNETWORK
district chapters thus; Zomba, Machinga and Dedza. By the end of 2020, the secretariat intends to
scale up to six more districts. This is to enhance coordination of WASH entities at both national
and district level.
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Water and Environmental Sanitation Network is a membership based Non-Governmental Or-
ganisation that coordinates the work of Water Sanitation and Hygeine Civil Society Organisa-
tions in Malawi.

Become a member through the following annual subscription details:
Individuals: MK20 000.00
Local Institutions: MK60 000.00

International Institutions: MK250 000.00

Deposits can be made to:

Account name: WES Network General
Account number: 9032011410035
Swift code: NFBMMWMW
Bank name: My Bucks Banking Corporation

Send proof of payment once a deposit is made and conctact the secretariat on +255 212 261
675

Below are the 2020 paid up members so far and subscription is still underway.




